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                        The Art in public space - project BAR by artist Susanne Weirich

                                          for Rahlstedter Höhe estate, City of Hamburg

As a result of a restricted competition for art in public space for the Rahstedter Höhe estate., to which five artists were invited, the design of the artist Susanne Weirich,, was awarded a prize and chosen for realisation.

For the park area of the housing estate, the artist designed a plinth-like block built from a light-coloured clinker brick with a rim of coloured glass just beneath the covering slab. 

In its colouring, and material, the sculpture refers to the nearby ensemble of rotunda, boules track, and sandpit (realised according to a design by the architect Hinnerk Wehberg). The artist’s idea was to extend these existing elements, which offer residents ways of organising their free time, with an additional object. The BAR invites residents to gather for discussion, exchange, or self-organised events outside their immediate living area. Parties or meetings can be announced on a signboard placed nearby. With the choice of the bar-like format and the description of BAR, a site of extended public interaction is suggested. The work’s actual use should be left up to the initiative, fantasy and wishes of the residents. BAR occupies a blank space; it is also a plinth without a sculpture.

Planing: Floris Dreesman, architect, Berlin / Realisation: Oliver Kienzler, architect, Hamburg

LightDesign: Jens koppe, Berlin/  Production: BramkampWeirich GbR

Funding by  the Cultural Council of  the City of Hamburg, Art in Public Space

Inauguration: 22th of September 2006

Photos: Foris Dreesman/ Sonja Brüggemann © Susanne Weirich /VG Bildkunst 2006
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Presented in ‚Emergency Room’, Galerie Olaf Stüber, Berlin 
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